
Part 5 



13 June 1921  

Postal Rate Increase 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Switzerland

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 June 1921  Code B

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz

First Day of the new Postage Rates 

Crest 
in Deep Blue



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Kenadjians 

Manchester 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

14 June 1921  Code B

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz

The Rate had increased to 3d on the 13 June 
1921 

This cover pays 3 ½ d as the earlier June 
covers, 5th to 11th June show



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C S M

Commercial cover to Alexandria Egypt

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 June 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C 

Commercial cover to Amsterdam

Holland

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 June 1921  Code C

Via Paris 23 June  Received 24 June 

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz

Earliest date recorded for Code C 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C J B 

Picture Post Card to

Massachusetts USA re-directed to 

California – Springfield 22 July & El 
Cajon 29 July 

  
Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE

21 June 1921 – Code A 

1d Post Card Rate 



Commercial cover to Manchester 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 June 1921  Code C

Postage 3d  for a Single Rate letter 
of 1oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C RAC



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Kenadjians 

Manchester 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 June 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



Commercial cover to London 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 June 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1920 

Commercial cover to Leeds

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 June 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



Cover to London  

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

11 July 1921 Code B

Franked  ½ d for the 

Imprime or Printed Paper Rate 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C A P



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Picture Post Card to

Milwaukie USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE

11 July 1921 – Code A 

1d Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Printed AMERICAN RED CROSS cover to

Switzerland

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 July 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Kenadjians 

Manchester 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

15 July 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C

Picture Post Card to

Folkstone 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE

18 July 1921 – Code A 

2d Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921

Commercial cover to Belgium 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 July 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz

No receiving cancels

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C S M

Cover to Philadelphia USA 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 July 1921  Code A?

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate 
letter of 1oz

No receiving cancels

Envelope embossed Department of State Washington 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C A P

Picture Post Card to Santa Barbara

USA
   

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE

25 July 1921 – Code A

2d Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Kenadjians 

Manchester 

Cancelled  

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 July 1921  Code A

Postage 3 d for a Single Rate letter of 1oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

3 August 1921 Cover sent at the 3d Rate 

Not seen 

Overprinter 1979/3 



Un Overprinted 
Stamps on and off 

piece 



Add earliest recorded dates 



Currently I record all values apart from the 10d value

Add earliest recorded dates 



Currently 
not 

checked 
for cancels 
and dates 





ARMY POST OFFICE S X 3 – Used on Registered Mail 1 April 1919 to 26 July 1919 – No Code Letter used 

14 July 1919 1d x 4 not sufficient to 
pay the 4 ½ d minimum rate.

Unfortunately, we never know if 
these ‘fragments are complete 



C J B



No Code ‘15’ 
inverted

COD 
APO

15 June 
1920



COD
APO



COD 
APO

4 June 1920 Code +

Is this the Registered 
Rate which may have 
been increased prior 
to the 13 June 1920

Paid 5 ½ d =

3d Reg Fee 2 ½ d 1 oz 
letter rate 

11 June 1920



C A S



C A S

27 May 1920 – Code A 

(C )
24 September 
1919 Code A 



Code A   11 January 1920 Code + 18 August 1919 



C A S



C A S



C A S





C A S



Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 



Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE

2 February 1921 Code B 



Trace of 
Blue line 
shows ex 
registered 

cover 



Without traces of 
the Blue lines, it’s 
impossible to say 
if a ‘fragment’ is 

registered or from 
a  higher franked 
non-registered 

cover.

Also, we never 
know if such as 

these ‘fragments’ 
are complete 



CODAPO 
23 August 1920



Note

Late Usage 

18 August 1921



C A S





APO S X 3 First Period when used by the Army Post Office outside the Registration Period April to July 1919

Very early 
date of use

C A S



C A S

APO S X 3 Second Period when ‘lent’ to the Civilian Post Office 



C (A S)



Code B 25 October 1920



Cancelled 

BRITISH A.P.O. 
CONSTANTINOPLE

5 March 1920 Code +

Total @ 11/- 3d

Letter Rate

Reg Fee 2d

2 ½ d 1 oz

87 oz @ 1 ½ d = 10/- 10 ½ d

Total 
A 5lb 8 oz letter or packet.

Note: Not a Parcel

Total

6 /- 6d 



C – Cancelled CODAPO 23 February 1920 
Code +

See next 2 slides 

Block x 6
Block x 18
Block x 80
Strip x 3 



Cancelled

BRITISH A.P.O. 

CONSTANTINOPLE

23 February 1920

Code +

Both items



Cancelled

BRITISH A.P.O. 

CONSTANTINOPLE

23 February 1920

Code +

80 shillings = 4 pounds



C A S

July – August 1920 Period during changeover 



C A S



Prewar Cancels



APO S X 3 First Period when used by the Army Post Office outside the Registration Period April to July 1919

Very early 
date of use

C A S



C A S

APO S X 3 Second Period when ‘lent’ to the Civilian Post Office 





Cancel

CODBPO 1 August 1921  Code B

Total 3/- 3d  Parcel ? 





















1921 Onwards

Overprint Period 



Commercial cover to Sweden

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

10 August 1921  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Currently the earliest date of use 

Received 18 8 1921



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Cover to H M S Benbow 

c/o GPO Malta

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

31 August 1921  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Received in Valetta 6 September 

Code ‘C’ is also recorded in use on this day on Registered mail.

Three hand-stamps were supplied originally.  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

‘Fragment’ only franked 3d unoverprinted plus 
2 x 1 ½ Piastres 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 September 1921  Code B

On arrival in London a ½ Postage Due was 
affixed, cancelled LONDON S 1.15 pm 12 

September 1921

No surviving ‘T’  present 

Believe sender assumed 3d = 4 ½ Piastres + 2 x 
1 ½ Piastres would make up the 7 ½ Piastres 

letter rate.
Why ½ Postage Due applied? 

Note 3d value overprinted 4 ½ Piastres was 
issued in August 1921  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C

Cover to New Brunswick 
New Jersey USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 September 1921  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 
oz

Received 29 September 
manuscript note 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Cover to Basel Switzerland

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 September 1921 Code B

Franked with a 1 Lira (Italian) value 
for the 1 oz Letter Rate

Stamp was ruled as shown by the 
manuscript’0’ 

‘T’ Mark with 100 in manuscript 
applied to signify postage due.

On arrival 4 x 20 centimes Postage 
Dues applied  

Received 19 IX 21 
C  A  P



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C  A H 

1/- plus 3d values Overprinted 
LEVANT 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

September 14 1921 

Code B 

ERD for these values 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C

Cover to H M S Benbow 

c/o GPO Malta

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

20 September 1921  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Received 26 September 1921



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

OHMS Cover to Birmingham cancelled BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 21 September 1921 Code B 
Sent post free and accepted as such 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C S M 

Printed NEAR EAST RELIEF  

cover to Switzerland 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

28 September 1921  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 
oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C                  H & G 24 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card 

to

Hamburg Germany  

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 September 1921 Code B



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 October 1921  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Cover to Italy

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

7 October 1921  Code A?

7 ½ Piastres + 3 ¾ Piastres Letter Rate for 2 oz

Received 12 10 21



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to Manchester 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

8 October 1921  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to Alexandria Egypt

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

12 October 1921  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Received 20 X 21 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 
PPC to Belgium 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

21 October 1921  Code B

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Received 27 X 21 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Zurich Switzerland

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 October 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Printed ‘Near East Relief’ cover to

 Pittsburgh USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 October 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

c

Commercial cover to Cairo

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

5 November 1921  Code C

Received 15 VI 21

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



Commercial cover to 

London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST 
OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

8 November 1921  
Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter 
Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

10 November 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C S M

Cover to Salonica

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 November 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up with 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres 

Boxed Hand-stamp

BRITISH NAVAL BASE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

R Malim reported a cover to H MS Benbow care of Base Constantinople dated 16 
November 1921 Code ? Paid 7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate.

A second cover dated 13 December 1921 Code? To the same addressee and address 
paid 4 ½ Piastres.  A local Rate?

Both items unseen. 

Overprinter 1989 /2 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to Denmark

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

11 December 1921  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Which was made up with 3 x 1 ½ Piastres 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial Cover to

New Jersey U S A 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 December 1921  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 
1 oz

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Picture Post Card 

Unaddressed and hand-
stamped IMPRIME on reverse 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

15 December 1921  Code A

30 Paras x 2 paid the Foreign 
Printed Paper Rate 

Cancelled to Order for one of the many Stamp Dealers active at this time 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to North Wales 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

17 December 1921  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Overprinter 1985/2 Page 51 A Furst 

OHMS ? Cover

Address details cut out 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

17 December 1921  Code C

Sent Post Free
 

Shows Oval cachet

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

Also shown from a Pre-war 
OHMS cover in Bottom Left 
corner 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to Norfolk England

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

20 December 1921  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Which was made up with 1 x 3 ¾ 
Piastres & 1 x 30 Paras



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C

Commercial Cover to

London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 December 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C J B

Commercial Cover to Leipzig Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 December 1921  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C S M 

Picture Post Card to 

Miss Lamb, H.B.M.’s Consulate General 

Smyrna

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 December 1921  Code B

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

PPC to Worthing England

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 December 1921  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 



C – 18 March 1922 – Code C 

C – 11 March 1922 – Code A 

C – 23 March 1923 – Code C - Over franked by 15 ¾ Pia - 
Addressed to French Postal Sector 530 and cancelled 
such 25  March 1923 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



1922



Commercial cover to Nottingham

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

5 January 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Paid with 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres to make up 
the 7 ½ Piastres Rate 

The 3 ¾ Piastres didn’t equal any of the 
first rates but was used as shown here 

and also to pay the 2nd and subsequent 
rate steps per oz 

Note Use of the British P.O. Box system 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Printed cover from the 

Near East Relief Stamboul 

to New Jersey USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

12 January 1922  Code B

1 ½ Piastres Printed Paper 
Rate

To qualify for the Printed Paper Rate envelopes had to remain unsealed 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Sweden

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

16 January 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card 

to

Zurich Switzerland 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 January 1922 Code A

C A P



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Commercial cover to 
 

New York USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 January 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to Denmark

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 January 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card 
Rate 

 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Manchester 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 January 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up using 1 x 4 ¼ Piastres + 2 x 1 ½ Piastres

Kenadjians Correspondence  



C

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to France 
Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 January 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz
Received 5 February 1922



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Norway

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

14 February 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up using 1 x 1 ½ Piastres & 8 x 
30 Paras



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to the USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

8 March 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to the USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

11 March 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to Nice, France

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

14 March 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

PPC to New York USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 March 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

PPC to Belguim 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

25 March 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Franked 3 ¾ Pia plus 30 paras
  
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Manchester 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 March 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up using 1 x 4 ¼ Piastres + 2 x 1 ½ 
Piastres

Kenadjians Correspondence  



PPC to St Louis, USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

27 March 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



Cover to Maine USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

15? March 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Cover to Geneva Switzerland

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 April 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Hand-stamp on 
Reverse



C S M 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Picture Post Card to 

France

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

4 April 1922  Code C

Received 10-4-22

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

Commercial cover to Budapest Hungary 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

12 April 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 April 1922  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



Cover to ‘Lady Ross’ Co, Dublin Ireland 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 April 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to England

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 April1922  Code B

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Card is datelined 24 April 

S/Y (Schooner Yacht) Meteor  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Philadelphia 
USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

2 May 1922 Code C

Franked 7 ½ Piastres for the 1 oz 
Letter Rate 



Commercial cover to Waterville, USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 May 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to

Leipzig  Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

10 May 1922 Code B

Note: ‘B’ looks very much like an ‘8’ 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to 
Manchester 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 May 1922  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter 
Rate for 1 oz

Kenadjians 
Correspondence  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to England

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 May 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C   A H 

Commercial cover to 

Groves & Lindsey Huddersfield 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

16 May 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C J B

Commercial cover to Zurich

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 May 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up with 1 x 4 ½ Piastres & 2 x 1 ½ 
Piastres 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

1922 '4 1/2 PIASTRES' on '1 1/2d' 
GB stationery postcard with 
message addressed to France

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 May 1922  Code A



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

7 June 1922  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C J B

Commercial cover to Switzerland

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

12 June 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to Romania

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 June 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Received 9 July 22



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Printed NEAR EAST RELIEF Cover to

New Jersey, USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 June 1922 Code C

Franked 1 ½ Piastres for the
Printed Paper Rate 

C A P



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Cover to Alabama USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 June 1922  Code C

Postage paid is 4 ½ Piastres + 1 ½ Pia + 
2 x 30 Paras

Letter rate was 7 ½ Pia 

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

Commercial cover to London
Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 June 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



Commercial cover to Paris

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

15 July 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

PPC to Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 July 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres was the Post Card Rate

Franked 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres 



Commercial cover to Vienna

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 July 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C  A H   Overprinter No 150 2007 /1 page 27 

Commercial cover to 

Groves & Lindsey Huddersfield 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 July 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C J B

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to 

Dresden Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE

1 August 1922 Code A 

The card has been uprated with the 
addition of a 30 PARAS value which was 

not required.

Card is H & G 24  Huggins CP 77 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to 

Tallin, Estonia

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE

3 August 1922 Code A 

Received 10 Aug?  

Card is H & G 24  Huggins CP 77 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C J B

Commercial cover to Manchester

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 August 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Paid by 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 August 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Franked with 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres to make up 
the rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Sweden

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

9 August 1922  Code A

11 ¼ Piastres Letter Rate for 2 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C S M 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to 

Kellomaki  (Greece)

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

12 August 1922 Code A 

Received 22 VIII 22  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

Commercial cover to Boston Mass 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

14 August 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

C S M



4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to

Nish and redirected

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 August 1922 Code C

Hand-stamp in Black ‘Not Called For’? 

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922

C A P 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922

C

PPC to Marseille France 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 August 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922

C S M 

Parcel Post Receipt Form for 3 parcels sent to 

The Moscow Fur Trading Co London

Parcels value declared at £ 11 x 2 and 1 at £12

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE

1 September 1922 Code A 

Parcels numbered 1486 to 1488 

Sender’s note No 28 to 30 Fox skins 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922

Commercial Card to J Lea (Stamp Dealer) Manchester

Cancelled 
BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

4 September 1922  Code C

60 Paras Imprime Rate 

C M W



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Sweden

(Front only)

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

12 September 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Cover to New Jersey USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 September 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 
oz

Sent by a M.C. Phillips. 
Near East Relief Tiflis Gorgia  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

PPC to Belgium
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

20 September 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

Cover to Newport Essex

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

22 September 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to

Wellsville New York State 
USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 September 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 
oz

Received 5 October 1922

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

OHMS Envelope No 81 to The  Secretary, General Post Office , London sent unpaid and not taxed Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

3 October 1922 Code A – No Backstamps 



Commercial cover to Boston

Mass USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

10 October 1922  Code ?

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Cover was overweight 

‘T’ applied in Constantinople with manuscript 
50 c (centimes) 

On arrival in New York Due 10 Cents in circle 
applied with 2 x 5 Cent Pre-cancelled Postage 
Dues added signifying the postage to be 
collected from addressee  

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Norway

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

11 October 1922  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Sender shows return address as a BPO Box No 195, this 
gives some indication of the number of boxes available 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to Mexico Mains USA

Cancelled with  a partial 

US Navy style cancel for 1922

Possibly U S N Scorpion 

Franked with a 4 ½ Piastres to pay 

the post card rate 

Card is datelined Oct 23 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C S M

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to 

Varna Bulgaria

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

28 October 1922 Code C 



Commercial cover to the USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

29 October 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 October 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up using 1 x 4 ¼ Piastres + 4 x 
30 Paras



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

31 October 1922 Code B



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Cover with enclosed letter to Kansas USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

14 November 1922  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up using 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres

Shows Oval cachet 

AMERICAN COLLEGE FOR GIRLS 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C RAC

Cover to a Miss Le Bouvier Ryde Isle of Wight 

Cancelled 
BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

27 November 1922  Code A

3d was the Letter Rate for 1 oz

Cover was posted unpaid Endorsed in manuscript 
‘No stamps available’

‘T’ Tax mark applied in Constantinople with a 
manuscript ‘1 oz’  

On arrival in London 6d F.B. A  mark applied with 2 x 
3d Postage Dues to pay the Double Deficiency. 

Military mail from troops stationed in Thrace is 
known for November 1922 endorsed ‘No stamps 

available’ which was sent home by Naval Bag and 
Taxed 1 ½ d on arrival. I suspect this is of military 
origin which was passed on to the civilian office.  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover to Sweden

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 November 1922  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

See cover 12 September 1922

Same correspondence 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Cover to Brooklyn, USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

4 December 1922  Code A

Postage paid is 4 ½ Piastres x 2 = 9 Pia

Letter rate was 7 ½ Pia 

Printed AMERICAN NAVY Y.M.C.A., envelope sent by a crew member of US 
Ship Scorpion; part of the American Fleet based in Turkish waters.  

Paid £95.00



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

C

PPC to Belgium
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

4 December 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to Copenhagen Denmark 
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

13 December 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 

Made up with a 3 ¾ Piastre & 1 x 30 
Paras 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

PPC to London

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

16 December 1922  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 
 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C A P

Newspaper Wrapper to Cairo, 

Egypt
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 December 1922  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 

Or a 3rd step Printed Paper Rate 



C

British Levant: 1922 (6 July). American Red 
Cross Constantinople imprinted cover to 

United States franked with 7 1/2pi Turkish 
currency surcharged on 5d KGV stamp tied 
by dispatch dates-tamp and 21 July arrival 

cds. Redirected on arrival. Reverse no postal 
markings.

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Constantinople Chapter AMERICAN RED CROSS printed envelope



C 20 September 1921 – Code A – Rec, Malta 26 9 
21

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1921 

C – 4 April 1922 – Code A 



C – 10 August 1922 – Code A – No B/s C – 22 December 1922 – Code C – No B/s 

C- 14 April 1922 Code A 

C – 13 February 1922 – Code C



1923



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Commercial cover to 

Norfolk Va USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 January 1923  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate 
for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Commercial cover to Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

 CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 January 1923  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Austrian Postal Stationery Post Card 

To London 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

30 January 1923  Code C

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate

Interesting message from a stamp dealer 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Senders Hand-stamp in Blue

Commercial cover to Manchester

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

2 March 1923  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



C

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Picture Postcard to New York USA

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

2 March 1923

Code A 

Postage paid 1 ½ d which was accepted

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 

Datelined ‘The Dardanelles, March 1' 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

PPC to Derby England
Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 March 1923  Code C

2 x 30 Paras = 1 ½ Piastres Printed 
Paper Rate 

 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Asks for copy of catalogue in English or French, See 
card dated 31 October 1922

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

6 March 1923 Code C

Received 12 – 3 - 23



C

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

PPC to Hamburg Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE

CONSTANTINOPLE

6 March 1923 Code A 

Franked with 1 ½ Piastres + 4 x 30 Paras 
to make up the correct 4 ½ Piastres Post 

Card Rate 

C

This card and the previous slide show that both 
Codes A and C were in use on this date. 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Picture Postcard to the USA

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

9 March 1923

Code A 

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 

See PPC 11 June 1923



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923

Picture Postcard to Denmark

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

12 March 1923

Code C 

Endorsed ‘PRINTED MATTER’ Sent at the 1 ½ Piastres Printed Paper Rate  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923

C

Picture Postcard to Liverpool

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

15 March 1923

Code A 

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to Belgium cancelled BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE

24 March 1923 Code A   

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C M W

PPC to Rumania

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

6  April 1923  Code A

4 ½ Piastres Post Card Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C T S 

Cover to Washington D C

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

24 April 1923 Code A

7 ½ Piastres 1 oz Letter Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C 

Picture Postcard to Wien 
Austria 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

3 May 1923 Code C

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C

Picture Postcard to New Hampshire

USA 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

11 June 1923

Code A

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 

Shows the oval cachet 
AMERICAN COLLEGE FOR GIRLS CONSTANTINOPLE 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

c

Cover to Galveston Texas USA

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

7 July 1923? Code C

7 ½ Piastres 1 oz Letter Rate 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Cover to Pittsburgh PA USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

17 July 1923 Code C

1 ½ Piastres Printed Paper Rate 

Shows Dropped ‘P’ in Piastres

Setting 1 Row 1/1 – 7/1 etc  



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Cover to Ohio USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 July 1923 Code C

1 ½ Piastres Printed Paper Rate 

C  M W



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C S M 

Picture Postcard 

To France 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

19 July 1923

Code C 

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C A P

Picture Postcard toRichmond Virginia USA 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

24 July 1923

Code A 

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 

Postage paid is 3 ¾ Piastres 

‘T’ Tax mark applied in Constantinople

On arrival in New York Hand-stamped Due 6 CENTS 
in Circle applied and 3 x 2 Cents Postage Dues 

Card is datelined Aleppo (Syria) 7/17/23



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C S M

Cover to Dresden Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

26 July 1923 Code C

7 ½ Piastres 1 oz Letter Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C

Picture Postcard to Hungary 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

27 July 1923 Code C

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C A P

Picture Postcard to France

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

30 July 1923

Code C

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



Copy

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Picture Postcard franked on the picture side 

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

31 July 1923

Code A

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Cut down cover to Boston Mass USA 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

7 August 1923 Code C

7 ½ Piastres 1 oz Letter Rate

C



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Commercial cover to Boston USA
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

18 August 1923  Code C

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C T S 

Picture Postcard to 

Budapest

Cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 

CONSTANTINOPLE

1 September 1923

Code B

Postcard Rate was 4 ½ Pia 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

4 ½ Piastres Postal Stationery Card to London cancelled 
BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE

10 September 1923 Code A              -        Card is H & G 23    

Datelined C/ple 10/IX 23

As the P.O. will close here of the 24th please 
address my letters …. 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C A S 

Commercial cover to Boston USA
 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

15 September 1923  Code C?

1 ½ Piastres Printed Paper Rate



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

C S M 

A Philatelic ‘creation’ addressed to 

British Post Office Galata 

Endorsed ‘P. Restante’ 

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

19 September 1923  Code C

Franked with the four lowest values, 
total is 10 ¼ Piastres



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Commercial cover to 

Berlin Germany

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

23 September 1923  Code A

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1923 

Hand-stamp on reverse. Delivery round No? 

Cover to Athens Greece

Cancelled 

BRITISH POST OFFICE CONSTANTINOPLE 

10 ??? 1923  Code B

7 ½ Piastres Letter Rate for 1 oz

Made up with 2 x 3 ¾ Piastres 





Incoming Mail 



Incoming Mail

Received 26 December 1921 
CODBPO Code A    Christmas Card enclosure 

Incoming cover from Cardiff 19 December 1921

3d Letter Rate 

Addressed ‘Poste Restante’  C/o British Post 
Office, Galata.

Constantinople

Where was the Post Office Located 



Incoming Mail

After the closure

The End of an era.

1857 - 1923  



Paquebot



Cover to the USA

cancelled

BRITISH POST OFFICE 
 CONSTANTINOPLE

11 August 1922 – Code A 

scarce “Paquebot” handstamp 
alongside (

Hosking 1304 rated ‘D’ – rare, only 
recorded used in 1922.

Postage paid 1 ½ d 

C

British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 



British Post Office Constantinople  Re-Introduction of Civilian Mail 1922 

Commercial cover (front) to Alexandria 
Egypt

Cancelled 

PAQUEBOT 

Back-stamped Alexandria 

17 November 1922

Franked 7 ½ Piastres for the 1 oz Letter Rate

Studd A107C



Military Mail



C A P

Military Mail 1923

Picture Post Card to Portsmouth

Sent Home in the Naval Bag and 
cancelled in London on arrival

RECEIVED FROM H.M.SHIPS

Cancel is undated

Postage paid is 1 ½ d  

Card is datelined 23/8/23 Buyuk 
Dere and message refers to 

leaving for home today. 

“The peace was ratified last 
midnight, and we expect our 

destination to be Malta.”
 



Controls etc
This section is at a very early stage of development March 2026

Shows Mainly what I’ve seen and recorded 



Via email Tony Stanford 
26 02 2024



Plate line marking 

1921 Issue Plate mark ?



C



1921 18 3/4p on 1/- olive brown mint block of 
25 showing the RAISED 3 IN FRACTION on 
Row 2/5 and 4/5. 
SG 47.

C A S





C 
Fraction Bar Flaws/Varieties 



1921 LEVANT opt KGV 6d 

dull purple on chalked paper. 

VF fresh top marginal MNH.



Balkan Phila 





Overprinter No 2011/4 Page 91



C



The Seahorses High Values 



C - CODAPO 31 March 1920 Code +

C 

L = 1 Ap 20

 Code B

R = 20 Mr 20

Code +



C Code A – 14 November 1921 Joined ’45’ on stamp 2
Trace of margin at left 

C   Code A – 14 November 1921 Joined 
‘45’ both stamps ex Column 2 



C - CODAPO 19 March 1920 Code +

C

Straight Line BRITISH POST OFFICE 
                              CONSTANTINOPLE 



C – 22 March 1922 – Code M 
Undated Parcel Cancel – Alan Deverell’s web site 



C A S



Alan Deverell's 
website

Joined Figures 

Column 2 



Alan Deverell's 
website

Not plated 

Position Row 5/1 to 
6/2 all 3 Blocks

Joined 
Figures 4 & 5

Column 2
Constant  



Alan Deverell's 
website



Alan Deverell's 
website

Described as Row 1/1 Nissan re-entry 



Alan 
Deverell's 
website

Re-touch to Postage Row 2/1 Cancelled Single Ring March 11, 1922, Code C 
Day/Month reversed  

Cancelled CODBPO 6 Nov 1922 
Code C 



C A S Single Ring COS 0 25? Code 8 JY 28 No Year

Small ‘0’ in 180 ?



Alan 
Deverell's 
website

BRENNAN re-entry (row 7/1, prominent 

doubling of vertical lines at upper right), in 
addition on Ribbed paper. SG 50 var

BRITISH LEVANT 1921 KGV 2/6 Seahorse, overprinted '45 PIASTRES', Bradbury printing. Lower left corner 

block of six, apparently should be showing the joined figures variety on column two although only apparent on 

the lower stamp. In addition, major re-entry (row 10/2) and dropped 'R' and 'S' on all three left stamps. Superb 
and fresh unmounted. A lovely and most unusual multiple. SG 48, 48a and vars



C – 24 December 1919 – Code +   Early Date 



BRITISH LEVANT 1921 KGV 10/- Seahorse, Bradbury 

printing. Upper left corner vertical pair, upper stamp showing 

the major NISSEN re-entry (row 1/1, prominent doubling of 

horizontal lines at right). Very fine used cancelled 'BRITISH 

POST OFFICE / CONSTANTINOPLE / 29 AP 21'. Very scarce. 
SG Z187

Alan Deverell's 
website



British Levant 1921 KGV 45pi on 2s6d chocolate-brown 

"Seahorses" from the Bradbury Wilkinson printing. An, u/m 

never hinged NE corner copy showing the MAJOR RE-

ENTRY TO SHIELD variety. Row 1/4 Plate 2/4L. Listed in GB 
Specialised catalogue as N65g. SG 48 var.

C



C – Position R10 S 4



C



C T S 



Corbitts Auction No 148 - July 2014  - Realised £92.00 – Next slide Realised £105

My  Collection 

Cancelled 

CODBPO 

13 September 
1921 

Code A 



Cancelled 

CODBPO 

13 September 
1921 

Code A 

C T S



Cancelled 

CODBPO 

19 September 1921 

Code B 

Same sender as 
previous piece



Overprint period

Used Multiples



Copy Code C Date ?  - Code A - 2 August 1922



C – Code C - 12 November 1921



C

13 August 1921 Code C 



C

Incoming Mail 

1d Postal Stationery Post Card which was been uprated with a 
½ d value to the Imperial Otterman Bank Constantinople

Sent from Glasgow and cancelled 17 November 1921

Received by addressee 25 November 





Known UPU 
And Specimen

Material 



DESCRIPTION

British Levant: 1911-13 “LEVANT” overprint on K.G.V 
1/2d. (2, Crown or Cypher watermark) and 1d. and 
1913-14 Turkish Currency overprints set affixed on 
ledger sheet fragments with sans-serif “SPECIMEN” 

overprint in violet as applied by Tunisia in its capacity 
as a receiving authority. S.G. L14-15, L16-17 and 34-40 

(5). 

B.P.A. certificate (2015) for the full ledger
 sheet. (9) Photo.

Grosvenor Auction 157 Lot No 1220 

UPU Material 

Pre-War 



BRITISH LEVANT 1921 KGV 30pa. to 18½pa. plus, Bradbury Wilkinson 2/6, 5/- and 10/- ‘Seahorses’ surcharged in 

Turkish currency. Set of ten, either horizontal or vertical strips of three, the top four values only handstamped 

‘SPECIMEN’ (Type GB26) and affixed to large piece plus smaller of ledger card ex. the Madagascar Archive, 

cancelled with their usual large red circular 'POSTES ET TELEGRAPHES / MADAGASCAR / COLLECTION DE 
BERNE' cachets. Lovely and UNIQUE. SG 41s-50s

Alan Deverell's 
website 03/2024



Full 1921 Sets with Low values overprinted SPECIMEN at an angle.

Received from James Bendon 06/03/3024

UPU Tunisia

Ex The Tunisia archives 



Alan 
Deverell'
s website

Specimen
GB 26



Alan 
Deverell's 
website

Specimen
GB 26

Major Re-entry Row 1/4



Early Date 

25 August 1921



Steve Drewitt Website  March 2024

1921 7 1/2p on 5d orange registered postal stationery envelope (size K) in unused condition (folded 
vertically through centre and ironed out)showing the 'G.P.' initials under flap. Ex archives stamped 
'1922' at top edge. A scarce size. H&G 20c.



Steve Drewitt Website 

1922 7 1/2p on 4 1/2d claret registered postal stationery (size H) envelope in unused condition 
(vertical centre fold ironed out) with 'M.Q.' initials under flap and ex archives having been stamped 
'1923' at top edge. Scarce thus. H&G 21b.



Steve Drewitt Website March 2024 

1922 7 1/2p on 4 1/2d claret registered postal stationery (size K) envelope in unused condition (vertical 
centre fold ironed out) with 'J.Q.' initials under flap and ex archives having been stamped '1923' at top 
edge. Scarce thus. H&G 21c.



This Final section contains articles from the

 Overprinter etc and is still a Work in Progress .



Overprinter No 101 1994  / 4 page 92



Overprinter No 113 Page 99 

Overprinter No 117 Page 93





Table 6 ( fables 2 and 4) Registered Mails first weight phis each increase UPU To Isi June 1920 1st .lune 
1920 to 12th June 1921 From 13th June 1921 4‘/id. + 17id. 4'/id. + 1'/ad 6d. + l'/id. Imperial 3'Ad. + Id. 4d. 
4d. + l'/id. + 1'/ad. In Tables 5 and 6 I have again underlined examples of the Imperial Rates I have seen. 
The UPU rates are common enough up to 12th June 1921 with the exception of over weight ordinary mails 
which are scarce. However, use of the 2I/zd. double weight ordinary rate (asterisked above) may be 
concealed inside the single weight UPU 2’/2d. rate in the period to 1st June 1920. Example of Imperial 
Rate prior to 1st June 1920 (A.P.O.) 25 MR 20 6’/2d. Registered to London Rale for 4 ounces - see Table 4 I 
(stamps: 2d. x 3, Id. 2d. x 2) have preferred this example as evidence of the rate rather than three 
examples of an apparent 5d. rate paid by pairs of 2Vid. dated 1 NO 19 to London, 22 NO 19 and 26 NO 19 
both to Zossenheim Leeds, which merely seem to me to be overpayments of the 4 Ad. UPU rate: as does 
a cover dated 5 MY 21 to London paid with a pair of 2 Ad. and 2d. stamps. One further Registered cover 
AU 25 19 also pays 7d. to Manchester by 2Ad. pair on 2d. black Registered Envelope - I think this is the 
same overpayment this time by the 6d. rate although it might be the 6Ad. Imperial Rate. Irritatingly there is 
a 6Ad. rate to Amsterdam (1 NO 19) which looks like the Imperial Rate and might have been passed in 
error Examples of Imperial Rate 1st June 1920 onwards Ordinary Letter Rate 7 JU 21 23 JU 21 3'/id. 3'/id. 
Registered Letter Rate 13 JU 20 8 JU 21 21 JU 21 8 AU 21 4d. 8‘/id. lOd. to Cairo to Asheville N.C.; to 
Liverpool to London to Portsmouth 11'/id. to London (2 ounces) U.S.A. (1 ounce) (4 ounces) - although 
marked ”5 ozs” (5 ounces) - although marked "6 ozs" (6 ounces) - although marked ”5 ozs” So far I know of 
no covers in this period which do not conform either to the UPU or to Imperial Rates as I have interpreted 
them. However, UPU rate covers for the short period from June 13th to mid August 1921 are not easy 
either. My collection consists of: Ordinary at UPU Rate JU 29 21 JY 2121 AU 1 21 3d. 4‘/id. 3d. Registered 
at UPU Rate to London to London JY 20 21 6d. to London to Philadelphi



In the second week of August 1921 the Overprinted Rates came 
into force and the UPU Imperial Sterling Rates were made illegal. 
A cover DE 13 21 to London stamped unoverprinted 21/zd. x 2 is 
disallowed and taxed 100 centimes i.e. (IVi pi or) 5d. twice. The 
British Post Office considered that 3d. twice (i.e. the foreign 
postage rate due) was enough charge - 5d. had been (mis-) paid 
so only Id. postage due was levied. Odd covers mainly of a 
philatelic nature pay odd rates in Turkish currency. One ordinary 
cover to U.S.A. JA 24 22 pays lO1/^ piastres (by seven ll/z piastre 
stamps) instead of the ordinary mail 20 gramme rate of 7’/z 
piastres + 3% piastres. Postscript: We ought to mention the 
Smyrna Post Office (reopoened in March 1919), which throughout 
used the 1918-20 UPU rates right up to September 1922, even 
ignoring the increases in June 1921. Perhaps mail from 13 JU 21 
was treated as paid at some Imperial Rates. However, my two 
covers for September 1922 both show departures from these 
rates: 2 SP 22 5 SP 22 Registered to Norfolk on a 5d. orange 
Registered Envelope without further stamp. Ordinary to Leeds 3d. 
- the correct UPU rate Other curiosities not listed in the Study 
Paper pp. 26, 27 are: 1 OC 20 29 AP 22 Registered to Leeds pays 
4d. the Imperial Rate Letter (but ? Printed Paper Rate) to Rosario 
Argentina a non Imperial destination pays 21/4d
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Marius WLODARCZYK
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Cancelled Army Post Office S X 1 

10 August 1918

Censor 7 / 428
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